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appearance of the previous needle-shaped crystal
into that of a flattened drop of viscous liquid.
The smaller particles of pearlite cementite are
completely spherodised already.
The next photograph, No. 30, may show the
following stage, when the elongated particle of
excess cementite begins to collect in five or six
elongated globules, just like a thin elongated
layer of water contracts into several drops.
A still further stage is reached on the Plate
XX, where the whole of the excess cementite has
collected into large globules.
As the solubility of very fine particles is greater
than that of the larger ones, we could picture
the last stage, when the small globules would be
absorbed by ferrite and then gradually deposited
on the larger ones, illustrating thus the " crystal-
line attraction " of Stead, and finally, collecting
into one large globule or layer of cementite on
f errite.
Then the tendency towards structural equili-
brium would be reached.
Such advanced stages of segregation are not
to be met with in our solid alloys, but can be
reproduced on liquids.
V.  SOME   THEORETICAL  AND   PRACTICAL
CONSIDERATIONS
A very interesting case of the tendency
towards structural equilibrium is presented by